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IV
And now life changed for the Parnells*   Whatever discipline
they had had to endure while their father was alive, they no
longer endured,   Mrs* Parnell promptly had them made
wards in Chancery*   This was done on the advice of their
guardians, Sir Ralph Howard, Bart*, and Mr* Johnson, chiefly
because Sir Ralph was annoyed at finding himself joined in
guardianship to them with Mr* Johnson, a Scotch agricul-
tural expert who was an old friend of Mr, Parnell*   The Court
appointed Mr* Alfred MacDermott, a solicitor, to manage
their affairs, and Mr* MacDermott directed Mrs* Parnell
to conduct her children to Avondale, whither he also went
to examine the family's affairs, which were in a state of con-
fusion*   Economy was urged upon them, advice which was
very disagreeable to the widow*   A number of unnecessary
workmen were dismissed from the estate, and a quantity of
live stock and farming implements was sold by auction*   It
was an expensive matter, even in those times, to be Master
of the Hounds, to provide lavish hospitality for hunting
neighbours, and to find funds for " finishing " daughters in .
Paris; and Mr* Parnell, living like a lord, managed to load his
estate with debt*   Avondale was let, and the Parnells removed
to a house named Khyber Pass in Dalkey*   Here a desultory
attempt, under a tutor, was made to educate the elder sons*
Mr* MacDermott, while engaged in straightening out his
clients' affairs, decided to offer his hand to Emily Parnell,
although he knew that she was secretly engaged to Captain
Dickinson*   She declined it, but, undaunted, he turned to
her sister, Sophia, now about sixteen, and wooed her so
ardently that she eloped to Scotland with him, where they
were married after the custom of Scotland*   Mrs* Parnell
was ill at this time, and knew nothing of the affair, nor did
Mr* MacDermott make any announcement of it, for to have
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